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Abstract 


The Indian Independence Act passed by the British Parliament in July 1947 provided for the 
making of two independent dominions of India and Pakistan with effect from 15 August, 1947. 
The boundaries of East and West Punjab fixed by the Radcliff Commission were not accepted 
by the Sikhs as they would have to part with the important historical gurudwaras and also the 
rich fertile land. They would have to migrate from West Punjab to East Punjab as refugees and 
vice-versa. Results were as assumed; leading to mass migration of Hindus and Sikhs from 
newly created Pakistan to India, and of Muslims to Pakistan. This process resulted in communal 
riots killing lakhs of people. Large number of people travelled by road and reached India with 
great difficulty. A large affected group of Sikhs and Sindhis also travelled via sea and landed 
in the city of Bombay who gradually settled in different parts of Bombay. They began their new 
life with small businesses and jobs and within a short time created a niche for themselves. Today 
their third generation have achieved great prominence in fields such as hotel industry, spare 
parts, etc. however, they even today share their memories and are deeply saddened about the 


incident. 


This paper intends to quote a few of their memories that roll down our tears and also highlight 
how they reached where they are today. A number of television serials and films have been 
made based on these memories and a lot has been passed down through literary works in various 
languages that send down tremors. These oral narratives are first-hand information that acts as 


greatest source of writing history and are preserved through the technology. 


Keywords: memories, narratives, partition, migration, resettlement, media 


8 2 2K 2K 2k 


Sri Satguru J agjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


The division of British India in August 1947 created two independent nations, India and 
Pakistan. It led to one of the major tragedies of a deeply sad era due to which at least half-a- 
million were dead, more than ten million or more migrants, and the destruction of a symbiotic 
culture, most notably in Punjab. The present study has mainly concentrated on the journey of a 
Sikh family from West Punjab to East Punjab at the instance of partition. It has also tried to 
surface the importance of narration as a source of history and the place of narrative empathy in 


theoretical perspective. 


The narratives, in the oral form of history provide support in reconstructing history and are also 
increasingly acknowledged as a key tool for anyone studying the history of the recent past. The 
scope of history has widened as it also focusses on bringing out the agony of those who have 
experienced partition, though it is not a part of structured history. Hence, understanding the 
agony in the narrative is equally important and that is where the first person narration has an 
important place. Narrative empathy according to Suzzane Keen, ‘is the sharing of feeling and 
perspective-taking induced by reading, viewing, hearing, or imagining narratives of another’s 
situation and condition.’ Narrative empathy should not simply be equated with character 
identification nor exclusively verified by readers’ reports of identification. Empathetic effects 
of narrative have been theorized by literary critics, philosophers, and psychologists, and they 
have been evaluated by means of experiments in discourse processing, empirical approaches to 
narrative impact, and through introspection. ' Mary Chamberlain applied this approach to her 
research with Caribbean migrants, in which she points out that: ‘The life story narratives reveal 
not only empirical data, of course, but are in themselves powerful imaginative structures which 


guide and interpret a life course. ’ 


Very interestingly Mary Chamberlain points out that comments by migrants on the expression 
of memories differ in genders. While the men migrants speak about themselves and their careers 
the women place themselves in relation to others i.e their family members and relatives etc., 
their decisions and contexts for migration. This brings in the choices made by gender in 
formulating their memories and also as per their ability; this seems to be the strength of the oral 


sources. 7 One such relevant incidence is mentioned in the narrative further. 


When people migrate from one nation or culture to another they carry their knowledge and 
expressions of distress with them. While explaining the act of migration and its relationship, 


mental distress is described. People at times do not wish to discuss the trauma they had gone 
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through as they enter into a new environment. However, gradually they try to overcome and 


restart their life from the beginning, keeping their cultural identity intact. 3 


Declaration of Partition of India - (Map)‘ 
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Fic. 2—Partition of the Punjab. Detached portions of States: J, find; N. Nabha; P, Patiala. The claims came within the author's 
direct knowledge and the Boundary Award has been checked with Survey of India maps (1 : 63,360), 


The announcement of the Mountbatten Plan on June 3, 1947 which conceded Pakistan and 
brought its existence on August 15, 1947 a deceased certainty increased ten-fold the tempo-of 
attack on non-Muslims in Lahore. The Mountbatten Plan had provided for a boundary 


commission for the partition of the Punjab and of Bengal, should the non-Muslim legislators of 
either province demand partition. ° 

The Boundary Commissions demarcated the boundaries of the two provinces Pakistan and India 
respectively. The two commissions, which however had in Sir Cyril Radcliffe, a common 


Chairman, were required to take into consideration, while fixing the boundaries, population and 


‘other factors’ such as historic and religious attachments, extraordinary economic interest and 
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that should importantly lead to the need for making a rational, stable international boundary. 
Sikhs had a strong stake in the Montgomery, Lyallpur and Sheikhupura districts in which they 
had created remarkable prosperity through sheer dint of labour and unexampled force of hard 


work and character. ° 


Most estimates of the numbers of people who crossed the boundaries between India and 
Pakistan in 1947 range between 10 and 12 million, which many commentators describe the 
movement as the largest migration of its kind in world history. ’ The partition of Punjab resulted 
into the migration of large number of the Sikh and Punjabi families mainly from the districts of 
Lyallpur, Sailkot, Shekhupura , Bahanwalpur, Lahore upto Multan, to East Punjab in India. 
Hardships suffered by these families are well documented and written in the books of history 
and literature. Majority of these families were agriculturalists, traders and merchants and from 
economic point of view were far well off compared to the Muslim population which shifted 


from East to West Punjab. 


Undivided Punjab was comparatively more developed mainly because Lahore was the seat of 
the capital of Sikh Kingdom and also because the British government had undertaken major 
irrigation projects in that region resulting into better agricultural productivity. Also the regions 
in close proximity with Afghan and other Asian regions made them more prosperous on account 
of trading and mercantile activities. Naturally, therefore the region had better infrastructure, 


better housing, roads and communication network compared to the East Punjab. 


Until the declaration of partition the people were apprehensive about it and ultimately the 
transfer of population from one region to another was to happen.® Had the transfer of population 
been a peaceful process the relations between the people would have been cordial without any 
legacy of enmity. However, it was not so, as it turned into a vengeful act. More than 5 lakh 
people were killed in this process and many were left wounded and are living with those sad 
memories that they don’t wish to remember again. It was this terrible massacre that the people 
feel is unforgettable. It is basically not to continue sowing the seeds of hatred against the people 


on the other side of the border but it is an expression of suffering 


Presented here is the case study of a family from the village of Punjab who migrated at the 
instance of partition of India. They narrated their sad and unforgettable memories expressing 


their desire to visit their homeland at least once. The first interaction with Mr. Dalip Singh, (b. 
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1907) a retired army personal and head of the family, was held in April 1988 when he was 81 
years old. He retired from the army on medical grounds in late 1946. He expired on 10 May 
2004 at the age of 97. He narrated the journey of migration from Pakistan to India with a heavy 
heart but very systematically. His family is intellectually very affluent and well settled in the 


field of education, defence forces, etc. which received accolade in their village. 


Dalip Singh was the son of Mr Karam Singh, who was a prominent Akali leader in the district 
of Sialkot and was imprisoned more than eight times during the freedom struggle. An 
agriculturalist, Karam Singh resided in the village named Adamke which was on the main 
Lahore-Sialkot highway and connected to Jammu.’ Sialkot is a district bordering on Lahore and 
Amritsar besides Gurdaspur and Gujjranwala. The Sikh population of Sialkot was 11.71% 


which was quite less in comparison to 62.9% of Muslims.!° 


The village Adamke, in those days had all pucca houses, with a primary school along with a 
cooperative bank and a small bazaar. The village was highly developed and accommodated 
people of every caste and religion belonging to different profession. A mosque, 2 temples, a 
gurudwara and two durgahs all coexisting in this village made it a unique place and an example 
of secularism and tolerance. Dalip Singh specifically stated that they had never experienced or 
witnessed any kind of communal conflict. Majority of the Sikhs and Muslims in this village 


were agriculturalist with a very rich fertile land that led to prosperity." 


Talking about his family he stated that his father and his siblings were three brothers of which 
the youngest died at a very young age. The elders of the family Karam Singh and his younger 
brother Sultan Singh lived very happily. He stated that in 1946 there were stories about the 
division of India which they did not believe and generally people laughed over it, thinking it 
was something impossible. Even in their wildest dream they could never think of leaving their 
homeland and settle elsewhere. Without giving importance to these rumours Dalip Singh took 
up the renovation of his house and added two more rooms to his house with the hope of enjoying 
his retired life. As the time rolled the news of partition seemed to be turning true and the news 
spread that everyone will have to go to Camps at Daska. Until August 1947 there was no 
disturbance in their region. They heard of an attack on Mohalla Bhabrian by the Muslims with 
the help of the police. Though the Muslims and the Sikhs of the Mohalla bravely stood together 
but could not defend for a longer time. This scared the people of the nearby villages including 


the village Adamke.!” 
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Finally the doomsday arrived when they were left with no choice but to leave their homes to 
move to India. They gathered their belongings, put them in trunks and kept those in a corner of 


their house thinking that they will return after some days when everything would be normal. 


Dalip Singh very sadly pointed out that some of the influential and well-connected government 
officials and high rank officers were able to take advantage of the government facilities such as 
escorted buses, military trucks and trains to cross over the newly created borders but the 
problem was faced mainly by the general public. The majority of people had to travel on their 
own by whatever available means of transport or merely walk down the distance on foot. Dalip 
Singh said that the announcements of arrangements were made by the army for transporting 
people to Indian borders, however the crowds were large and the facilities could hardly suffice 
their demand. Another important thing he said was that the people panicked and feared for their 
life and so started moving on foot to save their lives to reach the other side of the border at the 


earliest. !? 


The immediate goal of this migration was the small town of Dera Baba Nanak, 
situated just inside in the newly designated Indian territory, as per the newly created border line 
between India and Pakistan. The distance of about forty miles from Sialkot must be covered on 
foot by the migrants until they cross the border where train service will be available to Amritsar 


and Delhi. !* 


Dalip Singh very sadly with a heavy heart mentioned that his own brother who was the 
Headmaster of Public High School and his brother—in-law (wife’s sister’s husband), who was 
a senior military officer (Subedar) made arrangements for transporting not only their own 
family but also all their belongings and left Dalip Singh’s family behind helpless. Crises made 
people selfish, those who, at one time lived happily together, started moving on their own 


without showing any concern for the others. 


Dalip Singh with his wife Parsin Kaur and three sons named Havela Singh (11 yrs), Gurmukh 
Singh (6yrs) and Inderjit Singh (6 to 7 months old) started their journey with whatever possible 
luggage they could manage to carry particularly food, cash and ornaments. He was also 
accompanied by his grandmother named Kohad who was in her 80s, old and weak and his 
mother-in-law who had been there to visit them. They came to the military camp at Daska and 
then were moved to Sialkot by trucks where they stayed for some time.'> While all were getting 


into the truck Dalip Singh’s father could not get in and so stayed back. As the truck moved he 
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told his family members that he would join them in Dera Baba Nanak. Hence the onus of 


reaching everyone safely to India was on Dalip Singh. 


After a few days announcements were made stating that a train was to leave from Sialkot to 
Dera Baba Nanak Station. They along with large crowd reached the Sialkot station to board a 
train. Suddenly there was a sound of a huge bang and that it was a bomb blast leaving everyone 
scary. Fearing this, both the sons of Dalip Singh hid under a goods train however the military 
brought the situation under control. They boarded the train and all were asked to keep their 
belongings in the luggage compartment. The train was overcrowded and all felt very breathless. 
It finally started at 10.00 am and was moving in a slow pace. It reached Narowal station of 
Sialkot at 4 pm and the weather here was too hot. !° Dalip Singh stated that there seemed to be 
some relief as they had reached safely at Narowal, but he was wrong. Huge massacres had 
occurred at Narowal. The news was that the train that had arrived before the one in which they 
were travelling was surrounded by attackers’ and everyone in the train, without exception were 
brutally butchered and there was blood all over the place. Dalip Singh’s young child felt thirsty 
and asked for water but they were warned that the water tanks at the station were poisoned and 
they should avoid drinking that water. Having no option than, to ask his son to drink water 
from a small ditch which had water but also blood and dead bodies around. Very hesitantly the 
boy drank the red water to quench his thirst. The news spread that the railway track between 


Sialkot and Amritsar was strewn with dead bodies. !” 


Finally the train started from Narowal and reached Jassad station. It was sunset and darkness 
all around and to add to their worries there were heavy rains. From Jassad the train started at 
about 9 pm and it was to cross the bridge over the channel of river Ravi and was to move 
through a dense wooded jungle like area. Suddenly the train stopped in midst of this area and 
no one had any clue why it so happened. All were asked to get down from the train since it was 
to return back to Jassad station. As the people were trying to get down from the train suddenly 
Muslim men and Baluchi army surrounded the train and looted the people and the entire 
luggage. The looters were shouting ‘give your belongings or else you will be killed and the 
women will be abducted. The people panicked and started screaming looking at the armed men 
who were seething rage and hatred. The women were screeming and shouting asking for help 
to be saved from the attack. Since it was dark no one knew how many were killed and no one 


was in a position to care for others. Everyone was in a hurry to save their loved ones. !* 
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However, from there the large crowd started on foot in the heavy rain carrying their children 
and old people on their shoulders. Dalip Singh’s grandmother was suffering from high fever 
and had to be carried. They crossed the bridge and reached Dera Baba Nanak area. After staying 
there for a night the next morning a truck was to take them to Dera Baba Nanak Station but left 
them in the nearby area about a mile away from the station. Dalip Singh along with his family 
stayed at his wife’s relative’s village named Pakhoke for about 20 days. There were heavy 
floods at Dera Baba Nanak and Dalip Singh’s grandmother breathed her last. They, in heavy 
floods could not arrange for crematioin and therefore left her dead body in the flowing water. 
It was a sad and helpless moment for the family. Thus with great difficulties Mr. Dalip Singh 
and his family arrived in India, penniless, shelter less and jobless looking for help from the 


government.'? 


Gradually the government made announcements about the allottment of temporary land at 
Kalanaur to the people who had arrived from Adamke. Kalaunar had quite a good number of 
Muslim population who had left their houses and moved towards Pakistan. Kalanaur is also a 
historical place where Akbar was enthroned. Mr. Singh mentioned that these houses were taken 
over by them and many others. Dalip Singh took a big house of 3 to 4 rooms on the upper floor 
and a few on the ground floor. There was a Sikh couple who also was staying there and were 
of great help to his family. In the mean time the government had formed a paramilitary force 
named National Volunteer Corp (NVC) where Dalip Singh joined as a Havaldar. The 
government also granted loans and animals for the rehabilitation of the migrants. They stayed 
there for about two years and life seemed to be getting to normalcy. Dalip Singh admitted his 
older son Havela Singh to the District Board Middle School (Urdu Medium) at Kalanaur (later 
named as DAV).”° 


In 1950 the government made permanent allotments to all the migrants from different parts of 
Pakistan and Karam Singh received the permanent landholding and houses in a village named 
Taragarh Ariaan (Nawan Pind) where his son and grandsons reside even today. As far as the 
arrangement of resettlement of agriculturists of West Punjab districts were concerned; the 
Refugee Land Holders of West Punjab i.e from Sialkot District were resettled at Hoshiarpur, 
Amritsar and Gurdaspur Districts in East Punjab. One part of the village that was allotted to 
Dalip Singh’s father was the village that was left vacant by the Muslims who migrated to 
Pakistan. The other part of the village was gradually occupied by other migrants over a period 
of time. The village had a majority of mud houses, two Masjids and lot of greenery all around. 


8 


Sri Satguru J agjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


Dalip Singh points out that the farms in the village was used for growing vegetables and fruits 
such as jamun, guava, amla and mangoes and in the land revenue records it was actually 
declared as a baugbani land (orchid). The village also had huge wheat grinding (flour making) 
Mill manually run by bullocks. The occupation of the villagers was largely farming, working 
in orchids and in flour making factory. The atmosphere prevailed in a village was in total 


contrast to their home that they had left in Pakistan. 7! 


Dalip Singh’s wife had tough time in putting up a home which they had to start from the scratch. 
In the initial days there was not a single moment when she along, along with her family 
members did not weep and remember their old village in Pakistan. She felt completely lost in 
her new surroundingshelpless in the wake of rehabilitation process and she would reminicise 
about the good time and her life in in Pakistan. The place also had the problem of water logging 
and therefore it always remained wet. Construction of houses and farming too was a problem 
as all types of crops such as cotton etc. could not be grown in such a soil. The quality of the 
houses left by evacuees in East Punjab was inferior and added to the woes. The urbanite 
displaced people who had migrated from the West Punjab were accustomed to a much higher 
standard of lifestyle and conforts than their evacuee counterparts in the East Punjab.” 
According to official announcement made by the West Punjab government on June 5 1948, the 
Hindus and the Sikhs abandoned 154,000 houses in that area and 51,000 shops. 1000 factories. 


The ratio between West and East Punjab factories evacuated was 13:1.”° 


Dalip Singh’s family grew in numbers with an addition of two sons and three daughters. They 
started farming and got their children educated in far away schools and colleges. Thereafter the 
family has grown in leaps and bounds reaching greater heights in their career. It was a family 


to emulate to for their courage, dedication and fighting spirit. 


The village today is the same, unchanged without much enhancement physically i.e no school, 
no healthcare centre, no shops etc. but yet Dalip Singh’s family survived. It was all due to their 


hardships and willingness to live and do something in live and not give up as failures.” 


In December 1948 Mr. Bhim Sen Sachar, Chairman of the Refugees Inquiry Committee of East 
Punjab Government reported that the condition was too disgraceful and shocking and it required 
immediate attention. He also pointed out that the relief and rehabilitation agencies were 


themselves exploiting the refugees in different ways. ”° 
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Impressions 


Migration in itself produces stress, which, in vulnerable individuals, leads to psychological 
injury. Theoretically this should lead to a proportionate increase in common mental disorders 
as well. However, researchers in this field state that the available data do not support this. Also, 
as the rate of schizophrenia appear to be higher 10—12 years after migration has occurred, it 
would appear that there may be other intermediary factors that contribute to stress and elevated 
rates. It is believable that it is not the stress of migration but the stress of living in an alien place 
and with new group of people. Furthermore, factors such as cultural identity, self-esteem, 
patterns of attachment and prolonged periods of separation from near and dear ones may play 


some role in the genesis of mental disorders. *° 


Transfer of population had affected the sentiments amongst the migrant communities and they 
still express the belongingness towards their original homeland. Their national affinity had not 
ended. To overcome the stress and trauma was a huge challenge before the survivors. However, 
life took to normalcy and the family became busy in the daily chores, though their memories 
were alive in their subconscious mind. Dalip Singh and his wife left sweet and sour memories 
for their children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. Dalip Singh’s wife in her last days 
was suffering from Alzheimer’s disease that took away her immediate memory and she 
remembered her stay at Adamke and all the events before and during the parition.She died in 
February 2003. Their dream of visiting their home atleast once in Adamke remained unfulfilled. 
2” The post traumatic disorder is a severe anxiety that people develop after exposure to such 
events that result in psyco-trauma. Their mind replays and reexperiences the event repeatedly. 
At any free moment the event flashbacks and therefore difficult to forget and healing takes a 


long time. 


The impressions of these families are unforgettable and their remarkable resillience exhibit their 
untiring efforts. Their impressions are reflected in their resentment to occurrence of any such 


incidence in the history of mankind. 78 


Conclusion 
The period from 1947 to 1956 was very important in the history of India, specifically East 
Punjab. In this period, newly formed government made every effort to settle down the economic 


and social issues of the people. Independence of the country was secured after paying a heavy 
10 
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price of partition. Partition had its disastrous effect on the agricultural economy of the Punjab 
with West Pakistan notching up a greater share of agricultural land as well as resources. 
Independence brought with it a change in the dynamics of political power game. It signified the 
transfer of power from the hands of the colonial masters to the national elite. In the Punjab, 
rural elites came to wield power in the political set up. As a result, the agricultural development 
in the state was given a prime consideration. The political and economic compulsions led the 
state to divert its energy in the rehabilitation of the province. A series of challenges were posed 
before the newly formed state. Food crises had to be faced. Rehabilitation process could be 
accomplished largely owing to the patience, perseverance, will power and mobility displayed 


by the people in the character. 


Acknowledgements 
I wish to place on record my sincere thanks to Mr. Dalip Singh and his family members who 
have narrated their memories of partition that helped me develop this paper. The content of this 


paper has been verified and corrected by Havela Singh, who is presently based in Canada. 


28K KKK 


Endnotes 

1 Keen, Suzanne. “A Theory of Narrative Empathy.” Narrative Vol. 14, No. 3, Project Muse, 

scholarly Journals omline, The Ohio State University 209-36 (2006). 
http://hup.sub.uni-mburg.de/lhn/index.php/Narrative Empathy 12 September 2012. 

Ouoted in Smith Graham, Historical Insights: Focus on Research — Oral History, 2010, University of 
Warwick, Coventry, UK, p. 12 

Dinesh Bhugra Migration, distress and cultural identity, British Medical Bulletin 2004; 69: 129- 


141, DOI: 10.1093/bmb/Idh007. http://omb.oxfordjournals.org/ 10 September 2012 

Spate O.H.K., The Partition of India and the Prospects of Pakistan, Reviewed work: Source: 
Geographical Review, Vol. 38, No.1, Jan 1948, American Geographical Society, pp. 5-29, 
http://www/jstor.org/stable/210736, 8 August 2012. 

March 1947 Blitz On The Hindu And Sikh Minorities, By Network on 19 November, 2010. 

Ibid. 
Paul R. Brass (2003), The partition of India and retributive genocide in the Punjab, 1946-47: Means, 
Methods, and Purposes, Journal of Genocide Research (2003), 5(1), 71-101, ISSN 1462-3528 print; 
ISSN 1469-9494 online/03/010071-31 0 2003 Research Network in Genocide Studies, DOI: 
10.1080/1462352032000064462. 10 August 2012. 

The transfer continued for more than 3 months which was described as the largest mass transfer 


11 





Ne 


w 


~ 





n wm 


x 


ioe} 


Sri Satguru J agjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


perhaps it had never happened in the history of any nation of the world. 
° ‘Interviewed Mr. Dalip Singh at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur on 20 April 1988 
'° Gurcharan Singh Talib(1950), Muslim League Attacks on Hindus and Sikhs of Punjab, Shiromani 
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee, Amritsar,. 20 August 2012. 

'! Interviewed Dalip Singh at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur 20 April 1988. 

'2 Interviewed Dalip Singh at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur 20 April 1988. 

'S Interviewed Dalip Singh at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur 20 April 1988, 

4 The Narrative of Migration: Nahal's Azadi in Comparative Context/ Paul Love/\Reviewed 
work(s):Source: Alif: Journal of Comparative Poetics, No. 18, Post-Colonial Discourse in 
SouthAsia/(1998), pp. 65-74, Published by: Department of English and Comparative Literature, 
American University in Cairo and AmericanUniversity in Cairo PressStable URL: 
http://www jstor.org/stable/521881 .Accessed: 08/08/2012 05:10, pp. 71-72. 

'S Interviewed Dalip Singh at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur 20 April 1988. 

'© Interviewed Dalip Singh at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur 20 April 1988. 


'’ Interviewed Dalip Singh at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur20 April 1988. 

'8 Interviewed Dalip Singh at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur 20 April 1988. 

'° Interviewed Dalip Singh at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur 20 April 1988. 

°° Interviewed Havela Singh at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur. 15 December 2009. 

Few years back in 2005 Havela Singh visited this school and mentioned that the school is same as it 
was in 1948 with not a single brick added or removed. 

Ibid, 

°? Interviewed Mrs. Parsin Kaur at village Taragarh-Nawan Pind, Batala, Gurdaspur. 25 April 1988. 

3 A .N.Bali, Now It Can Be Told, Jullundhar City, p. 133. 

*4 Thad the opportunity to interview Mr. Dalip Singh, his wife Parsin Kaur and their two sons Havela 

Singh and Gurmukh Singh, who even today have the same settlement in the village. 

5 A .N.Bali, op.cit., 1949, p. 117. 

76 Dinesh Bhugra, op.cit., p. 4. 

27 Interviewed Havela Singh. *However, in their interview and interaction they remembered every 
moment they lived through their journey from Pakistan to India. They, with their heartfelt 
expressions expect history not to repeat itself rather lessons must be learnt from 

history. Seeds of hatred should be avoided and all should live in peace and coherence. 

°8 * Reflections of these impressions are recorded through various means of communicative 
technology such as films, theatre, television serials that have far reaching message for the 
generations to come. Films such as Lahore of 1949-50, Dharmputra (1961), Garam Hava (1973), 
Hey Ram (2000), Pinjjarbased on Amrita Pritam’s novel (2003), Khamosh Pani. Some television 
serials such as Tamas (1987) (Bhisham Sahni‘s Hindi novel), and Buniyaad have remarkablly 
projected the journey of partition and the sufferings of refugees. 
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